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STONE IMAGES FROM MOUNDS AND ANCIENT GRAVES 

CYRUS THOMAS 

In October, 1895, photographs of a small stone image found 
in a box-shape stone grave at Castilian Springs, Sumner county, 
Tennessee, were received by the Bureau of American Ethnology 
from Mr S. S. Bush, of Louisville, Kentucky. Subsequently the 





Fig. I -Front view of the Bush 
image, from Castalian Springs, 
Tennessee. Six-sevenths size. 



Fig. 2— Rear view of the Bush 
image. 



image was forwarded to the Bureau by Mr Bush for the purpose 
of examination, and at the same time a cast of it was made. 
This image, which represents a male, and is only three and a 
half inches high and of rather slender proportions, is illustrated 
in figures 1, 2, and 3. Figure 1 shows the front view ; figure 2 
gives a view of the back, exhibiting the fillet extending from the 
back of the head down to about the middle of the back, in the 
form of a broad strip, possibly intended to indicate the hair, and 
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figure 3 is a side view showing the frontal compression or slop- 
ing head. Attention is called to the hair or head-covering shown 
in the front view (figure 1), and also to the general position and 
the expression of the face. 

A comparison of this image with others found in the same 
locality and in other localities in middle Tennessee, northern 
Georgia, and elsewhere reveal such a persistence in certain char- 
acteristic features as to suggest that there was in use among the 
ancient people of the Gulf States and the stone-grave belt a some- 
what conventionalized form indicative of local origin. Some 
facts bearing on this question are presented here with the hopr 
that the subject may be further elaborated by other workers in 
the archeological field. 

Haywood, in his ^'Natural and Aboriginal History of Tennessee'''' 
(pp. 123, 124), mentions a stone image found on top of a mound 
at Bledsoe's Lick (or Castilian Springs), which he describes as 
follows : 

On one cheek was a mark resembling a wrinkle passing perpendicularly 
up and down the cheek. On the other cheek were two similar marks. 
The breast was that of a female, and prominent. The face was turned 
obliquely up towards the heavens. The palms of the hands were turned 
upwards before the face, and at some distance from it, in the same direc- 
tion that the face was. The knees were drawn near together, and the 
feet, with the toes towards the ground, were separated wide enough to 
admit of the body being seated between them. The attitude seemed to 
be that of adoration. The head and upper part of the forehead were 
represented as covered with a cap, or mitre, or bonnet : from the lower 
part of which came horizontally a brim, from the extremities of which 
the cap extended upwards conically. The color of the image was that of 
a dark infusion of coffee. If the front of the image were placed to the 
east, the countenance— obliquely elevated— and the uplifted hands in the 
same direction w^ould be towards the meridian sun. 

A stone head with the " mark passing perpendicularly up and 
down the cheek " has been found near Clarksville, Tennessee,^ 
and the sloping face, or face turned obliquely upward, is a 
marked characteristic, as we shall see, of half a dozen or more 
images found chiefly in Tennessee. Special attention is there- 
fore called to this' feature. 

There was in the possession of Colonel Lewis Tumlin in 1859 
a stone idol which had been plowed up near the large mound of 

1 Thruston: Antiquities of Tennessee, fig. 25. 
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the Etowah group, Bartow county, Georgia, on the plantation 
of that gentleman. This, according to Colonel C. 0. Jones, " con- 
sisted of a male figure in a sitting posture. The knees were 
drawn up almost upon a level with the chin, the hands resting 
upon and clasping either knee. The chin and forehead were re- 
treating. The hair was gathered into a knot behind. The face 
was upturned and the eyes were angular." Unfortunately this 
specimen was lost during the war. Another, however, was 





Fig. 3— Side view of the Bush 
image. 



Fig. 4 — Image from Bartow county, 
Georgia. One-fifth size. 



plowed up in the same place, of which a side view is presented 
in figure 4, taken from the cast in the Smithsonian collection, 
while a front view is given by Colonel Jones in his plate xxyi. 
Colonel Jones, who exhibited the original to Drs Rau and 
Berendt, at which time it is presumed the cast was made, de- 
scribes the original as follows : " It is a female figure in a sitting 
posture. The legs, however, are entirely rudimentary and un- 
formed. Its height is 151 inches, and its weight thirty-three 
and a half pounds. Cut out of a soft talcose rock, originally of a 
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grayish hue, it has been in time so much discolored that it now 
presents a ferruginous appearance."^ The loins are represented 
as covered by a kind of kilt, '' ornamented both on the left side 
and behind by rectangular, circular, and irregular lines." Un- 
fortunately these lines are not clear on the cast ; hence are not 
shown in our figure, which also fails to show the full slope of the 
forehead, which is strongly compressed. The original is in the 
collection of the Tennessee Historical Society. 

We see in this image the fillet or " handle," as Jones called it, 
but comparatively shorter and narrower than that of the Bush 
image. This also differs from 
the other in two important par- 
ticulars. Here the head is en- 
tirely bare, while in the other it 
has a covering either of hair or 
some slight cap, either of cloth 
or skin, though seemingly it is 
the hair. In this figure, which 
represents a female, there is a 
short dress about the loins, while 
the other (a male) is entirely 
nude. The strongly retreating 
or sloping forehead, indicative 
of frontal compression, is a ver}^ 
distinct characteristic of the 
Etowah specimen, though not 
clearly shown in our figure. 

In plate iv of his Antiquities 
of Tennessee, General Thruston 
presents figures of three stone 
images in the collection of the 
Tennessee Historical Society, which he informs us are " by the 
photo-mechanical process, and are therefore more accurately 
presented in the picture than by any description we could give 
of them." Two of these figures represent females and are very 
distinctly of the type of the Etowah specimen. The lower por- 
tions appear to be incomplete ; the heads are bare and show the 
same sloping face, the closed eyes, and the same circular out- 
line ; the nose of the one at the right of the plate is also of the 




Fig. 5— The Perrine image, from 
Illinois. One-fourth size. 
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1 Antiquities of the Southern Indians, p. 433. 
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same form. Whether the '' fillet " is present in these does not 
appear from the figures or from the author's statement in regard 
to them. They are sitting figures, the position heing apparently 
the same as that of the Etowah specimen, and the left figure ap- 
pears to be similarly clothed. The latter is from Trousdale 
county, Tennessee, and that on the right from Smith county, in 
the same state. 

Another stone image, belonging to the same type, is shown in 
plate XI (reproduced from figure 240 of the Twelfth Annual Re- 
port of the Bureau of Ethnology), representing front and side 
views. This, which represents a male, was found by the side of 
a skeleton^ which lay in a large boat-shape clay vessel in a 
mound pn Long Island, Roan county, Tennessee. We see here 
the oblique face and substantially the same position as that of 
the Bvlsh image. The hair in this case appears to be gathered 
at the back of the head, somewhat in the form of a chignon. 
The height of this specimen is 14 inches. The image in Colonel 
Tumlin's possession in 1859, above mentioned, appears to have 
had the hair arranged in the same form as this specimen ; the 
posture, however, if correctly described by Colonel Jones, was 
somewhat difierent, and bore a resemblance to the specimen 
found by Mr T. M. Perrine in Union county, Illinois. This, of 
which a; side view is shown in figure 5, was obtained from a 
mound. The right hand of the figurine rests on the right knee, 
which is drawn up nearly to the chin, a feature not shown in 
the illustration. In this it is evident that the head-covering is 
the hair. Instead of the fillet or strip on the back, a long tri- 
angular space running from the top of the head to the middle 
of the back is marked off by an incised line. The oblique fore- 
head or indication of frontal compression is a prominent feature 
here as in the others we have mentioned. The figure is taken 
from the cast now in the National Museum. 



